Female Incarceration: Breaking the Cycle
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Characteristics of Oklahoma’s Female Offenders

IN CHILDHOOD

Child physical and/or
sexual abuse

66%

Divorced parents [3LA

Ran away from home :
before age 18 \QEEERG

Source: Oklahoma Study of Incarcerated Mothers and Their Children, January 22, 2010;
Susan F. Sharp, Ph.D., Emily Pain, and the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth.



Characteristics of Oklahoma’s Female Offenders

IN ADULTHOOD

Domestic violence 71%

Victims of rape
after age 18

3& 40

Source: Oklahoma Study of Incarcerated Mothers and Their Children, January 22, 2010;
Susan F. Sharp, Ph.D., Emily Pain, and the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth.




Characteristics of Oklahoma’s Female Offenders

AT RECEPTION (FY 2013)

Need for substance
abuse treatment

61%

Unemployed

Reliance on

] ; 63%
social assistance

Need for basic

education 75%

Mental illness
(current/history of)

719%

Source: Oklahoma Department of Corrections, Fiscal Year 2013 Annual Report Female Offenders




What about their families?

Are mothers to a total of 6,825 children
*4,464 under age 18
3 children per mother

Of children have never visited their
mother in prison

Children of incarcerated parents are
more likely to become incarcerated
themselves.

Source 1: Oklahoma Study of Incarcerated Mothers and Their Children, January 22, 2010; Susan F. Sharp,
Ph.D., Emily Pain and the Oklahoma Commission on Children & Youth

Source 2: In January 2012, ODOC and GKFF conducted a survey of the 2,333 women incarcerated on that
date. 2,028 surveys were completed- a response rate of 86.9 percent.



What are the numbers?

Total Female Population
2,889

Prison Admissions
Statewide: 1,153
Tulsa County: 214

Oklahoma County: 192

Prison Releases

Statewide: 1,078

Tulsa County: 214
Oklahoma County: 194



What Works to Reduce Recidivism

1. Focus on the offenders most likely to
commit crime Who

2. Invest in programs that work, and ensure
they are working well What

3. Strengthen supervision and use swift and
certain responses How




Policy Options

Reduce Receptions

e Use of objective risk assessments to inform
decisions

e Insufficient resources available to people under
community supervision

e Swift and certain sanctions

 Provide treatment combined with supervision
to high-risk, high-need individuals

* Incentive-based approaches

* Prohibition on probation on third or
subsequent felony



Policy Options

Sentence Length

Mandatory minimums/one-size-fits-all
mandates

e Judicial safety valve

Reduce Recidivism

Post-release supervision with resources to
strengthen supervision

Reduce employment barriers (e.g. licensed
occupations; expungement; driver’s license)
Fines/fees



Meet Andrea.

Before

e 23 yearsin addiction

e 362 days in county jail awaiting
trial

e Unemployed for 10 years

e Very limited contact with child




After
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