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THE GIST
SQ 788 would legalize medical marijuana and set up a system to tax and regulate its use. The law would 
allow individuals to apply for a license to grow and buy marijuana. The application would require a doctor’s 
signature, but there are no restrictions on what conditions marijuana may be prescribed for. The state 
question also creates a licensing process for marijuana dispensaries, commercial growers, processors, and 
transporters, and it directs the state to create rules for the preparation and labeling of edible marijuana 
products.

SQ 788 would allow license holders to possess 
up to 8 ounces of marijuana, 6 mature marijuana 
plants, and 6 seedling plants, as well as 1 ounce 
of concentrated marijuana and 72 ounces of 
edible marijuana. Medical marijuana sales would 
be subject to a seven percent sales tax, with the 
proceeds used to finance marijuana regulation. If 
collections exceed expenses for regulation, the 
excess revenue would be divided between common 
education (75 percent of excess revenue) and drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation (25 percent). The law 
also prohibits discrimination against people with a 
medical marijuana license.

SQ788 would allow license holders...
    • 8 oz of marijuana
    • 6 mature marijuana plants 
    • 6 seedling plants
    • 1 oz of concentrated marijuana
    • 72 oz of edible marijuana

Medical marijuana sales would be subject 
to 7% sales tax, with excess revenue divided 
between common education (75%) and drug 
and alcohol rehabilitation (25%). 

If SQ 788 passes, Oklahoma would join 29 states that have legalized medical marijuana. Because SQ 788 
would change state statutes rather than amend the state constitution, the Legislature could change the law 
with a simple majority vote. The regulations set out by SQ 788 mirror the laws of California, which is the only 
state that currently allows medical marijuana but does not specify qualifying medical conditions.

In 2016, the advocacy group Oklahomans for Health submitted 67,761 valid signatures for the petition, just 
over the 65,987 signature requirement. Litigation over the wording of the ballot title delayed the question 
being certified for the ballot for 2016.  In January 2018, Governor Mary Fallin put the question on the ballot 
for June 26, 2018, the day of primary elections.

The Oklahoma Legislature considered several proposals to amend SQ 788 during the 2018 session, but none 
passed. Legislators have signaled that they could call a special session to amend the law if it is approved by 
voters in June.
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STATE QUESTION 788
SUPPORTERS SAY...

OPPONENTS SAY...

Marijuana has clear medical benefits, especially for people with cancer, glaucoma, and other serious 
conditions, and has few of the negative side effects associated with other treatment options.

Legalizing medical marijuana will reduce the resources that law enforcement and courts spend on 
enforcing marijuana prohibition.

Adults should be able to use medical marijuana as a matter of individual freedom.

The potential for abuse of marijuana is low compared to alcohol, opioids, and many other prescription 
drugs.

SQ 788 includes broad language that would provide little oversight over who qualifies for a license, and 
it is unclear about issues of marijuana use in the workplace.

Marijuana is illegal at the federal level, and the Trump Administration recently rescinded guidance that 
prevented federal money going to enforce marijuana laws in states that have legalized medical marijuana. 
That means Oklahomans who use medical marijuana could be prosecuted for federal drug crimes.

Making marijuana more easily available could encourage greater abuse of the drug, especially by youth.

Driving while using marijuana is dangerous, and there is no good test for the level of impairment caused 
by marijuana. This could lead to more traffic accidents and fatalities.

“This measure amends the Oklahoma State Statutes. A yes vote legalizes the licensed use, sale, and growth 
of marijuana in Oklahoma for medicinal purposes. A license is required for use and possession of marijuana 
for medicinal purposes and must be approved by an Oklahoma Board Certified Physician.

The State Department of Health will issue medical marijuana licenses if the application is eighteen years 
or older and an Oklahoma resident. A special exception will be granted to an applicant under the age of 
eighteen, however these applications must be signed by two physicians and a parent or legal guardian.

The Department will also issue seller, grower, packaging, transportation, research and caregiver licenses. 
Individual and retail businesses must meet minimal requirements to be licensed to sell marijuana to licensees.

The punishment for unlicensed possession of permitted amounts of marijuana for individuals who can state 
a medical condition is a fine not exceeding four hundred dollars. Fees and zoning restrictions are established. 
A seven percent state tax is imposed on medical marijuana sales.”
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