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There is no simple answer, but ideally this
system should maintain public safety while
holistically addressing the needs of youth
in the communities where they live. 
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This refers to the
time period a
young person has
not yet been
arrested or
referred formally
to the Office of
Juvenile Affairs

This is a formal
request to the
Office of Juvenile
Affairs that a young
person is in need of
services. This stage
may involve an
arrest and
detention if law
enforcement deems
it necessary. 

After referral, a
young person may
be given
recommendations
for treatment or be
referred to court
involvement for
more serious
offenses. Detention
may also be
involved at this
stage. 

This is typically
after formal court
involvement, but
young people in the
system may also
receive a treatment
plan without formal
court involvement.
This may include
placement in a
secure treatment
facility.

This refers to the
time period after
completion of a
treatment plan,
placement, or
detention. This may
include dedicated
services to help a
young person
transition back to
their communities.



“There’s not a lot that is explained when you go through
the legal system. It moves fast. There’s a lot of…moving
parts. There’s a lot of people talking. You’ve got the
judge, you’ve got the attorneys, you’ve got a bunch of
people in there on some cases. So sometimes it can be
very confusing.”

-  Anonymous Listening Circle Participant
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“And it definitely is a race thing.
It’s a big fucking race thing.”

-  Anonymous Listening Circle Participant
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Racial disparities persist as youth become court-involved





“I didn’t pay for a lawyer, so I had
to fight my case myself, and I didn’t
have someone represent me.” 

-  Anonymous Listening Circle Participant









Restorative justice is emerging across the nation as an effective alternative to
court involvement, and empowers youth with problem-solving and
interpersonal skills

Community violence intervention programs have also shown promising
impacts for youth, and effectively reduces gun violence while strengthening
and empowering communities

The credible messenger model employs formerly justice-involved mentors to
guide youth toward success

Tribal healing to wellness courts are culturally responsive alternatives to
traditional courts catered toward American Indian youth

Strengthening existing services and programs offered at youth service
agencies
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Nearly 1 in 3
referrals with a final
status resulted in
probation



Youth assigned to OJA Custody are disproportionately Black



Fund and implement new approaches to diversion, while strengthening
existing supports
Create guidelines for when diversion should be used
Remove developmentally inappropriate aspects of the adult criminal justice
system from the youth justice system including 

Establish a minimum age of criminal responsibility
Ban the use of juvenile life without parole (JLWOP)
Eliminate all youth fines and fees

Strengthen advocacy efforts by uplifting lived experienced leadership of youth
Increase transparency and accountability
Strengthen investments and supports for Oklahoma youth and families



Tribal-state coordination youth service provision

Use and effectiveness of legal representation for youth

School-to-prison pipeline 

Youth with child welfare 
        involvement in the legal system



Thank you!



STAY CONNECTED
J O I N  T H E  J U S T I C E  
F O R  O K L A H O M A  Y O U T H
C O A L I T I O N  T O D A Y !




