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Source: NAEP Data explorer

Racial disparities in test scores persist in Oklahoma

National Oklahoma

8th grade math NAEP scores 

Black-White Gap

32 points
Black-White Gap

25 points



Source: NAEP Data Explorer

Income disparities in test scores persist in Okla.

National Oklahoma

Students eligible for free-and-reduced price lunch perform less well on average than those not eligible 

Income Gap

29 points
Income Gap

22 points

https://www.nationsreportcard.gov/ndecore/xplore/NDE


Oklahoma’s achievement gaps are 
strongly correlated with:

• poverty rates
• family income
• educational attainment of parents

Source: Stanford Center for Education Policy Analysis

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One potential explanation for racial achievement gaps is that they are largely due to socioeconomic disparities between white, black, and Hispanic families. Black and Hispanic children’s parents typically have lower incomes and lower levels of educational attainment than white children’s parents. Because higher-income and more-educated families typically can provide more educational opportunities for their children, family socioeconomic resources are strongly related to educational outcomes. 

https://cepa.stanford.edu/educational-opportunity-monitoring-project/achievement-gaps/race/


Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey 2018

Oklahomans of color are more likely to be poor
Poverty rates in Oklahoma
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Oklahomans of color are more likely to be poor



Source: U.S. Census American Community Survey 2018

Oklahomans of color earn a lower median income
on average than white Oklahomans

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=median%20income&g=0400000US40&lastDisplayedRow=46&table=S1903&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1903&t=Income%20(Households,%20Families,%20Individuals)&vintage=2018&mode=&hidePreview=true


Source: U.S. Census 2018 American Community Survey

Oklahomans of color have lower levels of educational 
attainment on average than white Oklahomans

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=median%20income&g=0400000US40&lastDisplayedRow=46&table=S1903&tid=ACSST1Y2018.S1903&t=Income%20(Households,%20Families,%20Individuals)&vintage=2018&mode=&hidePreview=true


Racial Disparities 
in School Discipline 



Source: U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights 

Black male students in Oklahoma are three times as likely to 
receive out of school suspension than white male students
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Black male students in Oklahoma are three times as likely to receive out of school suspension than white male students

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/Downloads/CRDC-School-Discipline-Snapshot.pdf


Source: Open Justice Oklahoma Juvenile Justice Report 2019

Racial disparities in arrest rates of youth remain severe
Arrest per 1,000 population

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Racial disparities in arrest rates of youth remain severe



Racial disparities in incarceration rates of youth
remain severe

Source: Open Justice Oklahoma Juvenile Justice Report 2019

Incarceration per 1,000 population



Source: Data Source: U.S. Census 2010, Summary File 1. https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/2010rates/OK.html 

Oklahoma has the highest overall black incarceration
rate in the United States
Number of people incarcerated per 100,000 people in that racial/ethic group

1 in 15
black males ages 18

and older is in prison
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https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/The-Color-of-Justice-Racial-and-Ethnic-Disparity-in-State-Prisons.pdf#page=5

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/graphs/2010rates/OK.html


15% of all children in 
Oklahoma have had a 
parent who was ever 
incarcerated compared 
to 8% nationally. 

Source: KIDS COUNT 2016-2017
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135,303 children in OK

https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/9688-children-who-had-a-parent-who-was-ever-incarcerated?loc=38&loct=2#detailed/2/38/true/1603/any/18927,18928


$8,769
2017-2018 per pupil spending in Oklahoma

Source: https://www.nea.org/assets/docs/2019%20Rankings%20and%20Estimates%20Report.pdf#page=34

49th
Oklahoma’s national rank in per pupil spending

https://www.nea.org/assets/docs/2019%20Rankings%20and%20Estimates%20Report.pdf#page=34
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