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Oklahoma has the second-highest uninsured rate
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American
Indian/Alaska

Native

Hispanic Multiple Races Black Asian/Native
Hawaiian and

Pacific Islander

White

White Oklahomans have the lowest uninsured rate of 
measured racial and ethnic groups
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Patient Protections

• Ended insurer discrimination 
against people with preexisting 
conditions

• Removed annual and lifetime 
coverage limits

• Required coverage of essential 
benefits

Affordable Care

• For people near poverty or 
slightly above: Established a 
health insurance marketplace 
with subsidized premiums

• For people at or near poverty: 
Gave states money to expand 
their Medicaid programs 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act
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24Source: Kaiser Family Foundation

Mostly moderate-
and high-income 
Oklahomans

Low-income 
children, elderly 
adults, people with 
disabilities; some 
very low-income 
parents

Elderly adults; some 
people with 
disabilities

Low-income 
children, parents, 
working-age adults; 
some noncitizens; 
some higher-
income people

Working-age adults 
with incomes 
slightly above the 
poverty level





• Individual market: 
• Slashed outreach funding: making it harder for people to understand if they 

qualify and what their options are
• Shortened enrollment period: less time to understand and make a decision
• Junk coverage: increased access to “health insurance lite” without needed 

consumer protections

• Medicaid: 
• Changes to structure and financing: encouraging states to try capped 

enrollment, block grant-like waivers
• Bureaucratic barriers to care: work reporting requirements, premiums, health 

savings accounts, etc.

Health policy erosion
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